A Fibry

s Mol S Sk

AL-FIKRU: JURNAL PENDIDIKAN DAN SAINS, 3 (2), 2022 | e-ISSN 2774-5627 p-ISSN 2747-1349

THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON LANGUAGE
EVOLUTION AMONG YOUNG ADULTS

Iman Juhairi', Muhammad Al Kindy?, Abd. Syakur?
'Department of English Literature, Faculty of Economics, Education and
Social Sciences Humanities, Cipta Wacana Christian University, Indonesia
2Kulliyah of Education, International Islamic University Malaysia, Malaysia
®Post Graduate Program STKIP PGRI Sidoarjo, Indonesia
e-mail: imanjuhairi@cwecu.ac.id

Abstract

This research investigates the influence of social media on language evolution
among young adults, examining how digital communication platforms shape
linguistic trends and alter traditional language norms. As social media usage
grows, young adults increasingly engage in language innovation through
practices such as abbreviations, emojis, and internet slang, which blur the
lines between formal and informal language. This study uses a mixed-methods
approach, analyzing linguistic patterns in social media posts and conducting
surveys to understand young adults' attitudes toward language changes driven
by online communication. Findings suggest that social media fosters rapid
linguistic adaptation, with users adopting and spreading novel expressions
and stylistic elements that reflect the platform's immediacy and informality.
The research highlights the dual role of social media as both a space for
creativity and a potential challenge to standardized language practices.
Implications for educators, linguists, and social media developers are
discussed, considering how the platform-driven evolution of language may
impact communication and literacy in a digital age.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent years, social media platforms have profoundly
influenced communication and language patterns, particularly among
young adults who are the primary users of digital platforms. The rapid
rise of social media has introduced new ways of expressing ideas,
thoughts, and emotions, often through innovative language forms that
blend traditional linguistic rules with new, evolving norms. Platforms
like Twitter, Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook enable users to create
and share content in real time, leading to the frequent adoption of
abbreviations, emojis, internet slang, and newly coined expressions
that often spread virally. This phenomenon has accelerated linguistic
shifts, creating a unique digital lexicon that influences spoken and
written language in broader social interactions.

Research indicates that the use of social media has contributed
to language changes, challenging traditional grammar, syntax, and
vocabulary (Tagliamonte & Denis, 2008). Young adults, in particular,
are at the forefront of these linguistic transformations, as they engage
daily in informal, peer-based communication, which encourages the
development of a dynamic, flexible language style (Crystal, 2011).
Furthermore, the global reach of social media has facilitated cross-
cultural exchanges, introducing words and expressions from various
languages and cultures, which are rapidly integrated into daily
communication (Androutsopoulos, 2011). These changes reflect a
shift in language norms, prompting questions about the long-term
impact of social media on language evolution and how young adults'

language choices may shape future linguistic trends. This study aims
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to explore these shifts by analyzing social media interactions among
young adults to identify emerging patterns and understand the broader
implications for language development and change.

METHOD

This research employs a mixed-methods approach to investigate
how social media influences language evolution among young adults.
The study combines quantitative and qualitative methods to obtain a
comprehensive understanding of language changes influenced by social

media platforms such as Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, and Snapchat.

The sample consists of 200 young adults aged 18-25, selected
using purposive sampling to include individuals who actively engage
with social media. Participants are recruited from various educational
backgrounds and regions to ensure a diverse representation of language

use patterns.

A structured online questionnaire is used to gather quantitative
data on participants' social media usage, frequency of specific language
features (e.g., abbreviations, neologisms, emoji use), and attitudes
toward these linguistic changes. The survey also includes questions
about participants' perceived language evolution due to social media.
In-depth, semi-structured interviews are conducted with a subset of 30
participants to gain qualitative insights into personal language
adaptations influenced by social media. The interviews explore
individual experiences, perceptions of language evolution, and specific

linguistic trends observed within online communities.
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A content analysis of social media posts is conducted to identify
common language patterns and evolving vocabulary among young
adults. This includes analyzing posts for abbreviations, slang, and

emerging linguistic structures unique to digital communication.

Data analysis quantitative Analysis: Survey responses are
analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics to identify
correlations between social media usage frequency and the adoption of
new language forms. A chi-square test is used to assess the statistical
significance of language patterns associated with different social media
platforms. Qualitative Analysis: Interview transcripts are coded
thematically to identify recurring themes related to language evolution,
social identity, and digital communication. Content analysis of social
media posts is also coded for specific language features, enabling a

comparative analysis between platforms.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings from this study indicate that social media has a
substantial impact on the evolution of language among young adults,
particularly in terms of vocabulary, syntax, and communicative style.
Analysis of data collected from social media platforms, surveys, and

interviews reveals several key trends:

1. Vocabulary innovation and slang, young adults on social media
frequently coin new terms or repurpose existing words to fit
digital contexts. Words like “ghosting,” “flex,” and “lit” have
shifted in meaning and usage, showcasing a dynamic evolution

in modern vocabulary. The rapid dissemination of these terms
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across platforms indicates a collective language adaptation
process, where users influence one another’s lexicon.

Syntax simplification, social media platforms, with their
character limits and emphasis on quick communication,
encourage simpler sentence structures. Many users favor shorter
sentences and abbreviations to increase efficiency. Additionally,
conventions like the omission of pronouns and auxiliary verbs
in posts and comments reflect a trend towards a more concise
and direct syntax.

Emojis and multimodal expression, emojis and GIFs have
become integral parts of communication, serving as visual
enhancements that express emotions and concepts in a way
words may not fully capture. These multimodal elements enrich
language use, making it more expressive and layered.
Participants reported that emojis often replace text, leading to a
unique form of digital communication where meanings are
inferred through visuals rather than words alone.
Code-switching and language mixing, code-switching between
languages, particularly among bilingual or multilingual users, is
prevalent on social media. This fluid exchange of languages is
often a way to express identity and connect with peers who share
similar linguistic backgrounds. Social media thus promotes a
linguistic blending that challenges traditional language
boundaries.

Language as identity and social cohesion, social media
encourages young adults to align their language with specific

online communities, creating subcultures with unique linguistic
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norms. Many participants noted that they adjust their language
to fit the perceived norms of different platforms (e.g., formal
tone on LinkedIn vs. informal on Twitter). This alignment
supports social cohesion within online communities and
establishes language as a key marker of digital identity.

Implications and future research, these results suggest that
social media accelerates linguistic change and fosters the
creation of a shared language unique to digital communication.
This evolution has implications for language educators and
policymakers, who may need to consider how social media
influences language acquisition and communication standards
among younger generations. Future research could investigate
the long-term effects of social media-driven language changes
on formal writing skills and the broader implications for cultural

and linguistic diversity.
CONCLUSION

This study concludes that social media significantly influences

language evolution among young adults, serving as a catalyst for rapid

linguistic innovation and reshaping communication norms. Platforms

like Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok have fostered an environment

where language adapts quickly to express cultural trends, humor, and

identity, with young adults at the forefront of these changes. Key

findings indicate that social media promotes the creation and

widespread adoption of new vocabulary, slang, and even structural

variations, which are subsequently integrated into everyday language.

Furthermore, the study highlights that social media not only accelerates
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language change but also amplifies linguistic diversity, as users blend
dialects, vernaculars, and global linguistic influences in their
interactions. Ultimately, social media serves as a dynamic space for
linguistic experimentation, suggesting a continuing trend of language
evolution shaped by digital interaction.
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